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Quick Facts 

Capital: Seoul 

Language: Korean   

Population: ± 604.800 

Sq km: ± 1849 

Currency: Won ₩ 

Country code: +82 (64) 

Visa: Probably not (up to 90 days), but 
check here just in case! 

Emergency phone:  112 (police), 119 
(fire / other emergencies) 

Vaccinations: Hep-A & Typhoid... 
(Hep-B, Japanese Encephalitis, Rabies). 

 

History Recap Over 1 Drink 

3000BC: Central Asian settlers. 676: Three Kingdoms unifiedSilla 
Dynasty. 1231-70: Mongol invasions. 1592: Japanese invasion. 
1627&36: Manchu invasions. 1866: French invasion after execution 
Catholic missionaries: burned manuscripts. 1905: Jap annexation. 
’10-’45: Jap rule: forced to adopt Japanese names/language 
forbidden/ Shinto religion, Korean culture wiped outIndependent 
/activist movements/guerilla. ‘45: WWIISoviet North, US South 
(keeps supporting). ’48: Republic of Korea. ’50: Independence South 
 North invasion: Korean War until ’53 (2mln death).’61: Military 
coup: General Park. ’65: South to Vietnam (US). ’72: Martial law. 
Unification talks. ’80: Student demonstrations 200 killed by army 
in Gwangju. ’81: End martial law. ’86: Direct pres election. ‘80s: 
Shift towards high-tech/IT. ’88: Seoul Olympics. ’91: North&South 
join UN. ’93: Pres San (first freely elected).’98: Pres Kim Dae-Jung 
unconditional economic & humanitarian aid to North. 2000: 
Meets Kim Jong-il: end anti-South propaganda in North. South 
amnesty to 3500 prisoners: Nobel Peace Prize. ’02: Naval battle 
North/South about disputed sea border (continues until ’14). 
Typhoon Rusa (119 death). ’04: 3000 troops to Iraq. Free-trade deal 
US. ’08: Financial crisis. ’12: First female pres: Park Geun-hye. ’13: 

Tensions spike. Cyber attacks. ’18: Talks North-South re-start.  

Travel Seasons 

 Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov Dec 

Spring   Cherry Blossoms         

Summer       Monsoon Rains     

Autumn             

Winter             

Budget Popular  All Year Round         

Altitude: 1950m (Hallasan Mountain). Climate: Humid Subtropical (Cfa).  

Bucket List For Free  

 Free Hiking: Hallasan National Park (5 main trails: 

Eorimok; Gwaneumsa; Seongpanak; Donnaeko; 

Yeongsil), Saryeoni Forest, Saeseom Island, Yongnuni 

Oreum, Sutmoreu Sún, Dongbaek Dongsan Wetland, 

Saebyol Oreum. Hiking network of 26 Olle Trails. 

 Beaches: Pyoseon, Hamdeok, Hyeopjae, Gwakji 

Gwamul, Sehwa, Woljeongri, Gimnyeong  & more. 

 Sights: Seopjikoji, National Museum, Jeongbang / 

Cheonjiyeon Waterfalls. Islands (+ferry fees apply): 

Udo / Gapado  / Marado / Wando. 

 

Worth The Extra $€¥  

 Paid Hiking: Bijarim Forest, Jeolmul Forest.

 Museums: Alive, Folk Village, Love Land, Haenyo 

Museum, Bonte Museum, Jeju Art Museum & more. 

 Adventure Sports: Scuba diving, Paragliding, 

Submarine, Zipline, ATV, Go-Karting, Maze Land & more. 

 Sights: Manjanggul Cave, Sangumburi Crater, 

Seongsan Ilchulbong, Chinjeyeon Waterfall, Daepo 
Jusangjeolli Cliff. 

http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=jpu8wznSkL-aNM&tbnid=EpVjyL2npwlq8M:&ved=0CAgQjRw4dw&url=http://www.123rf.com/stock-photo/tree_of_life.html&ei=w-bwU8jBAqGr0QXko4HYDQ&psig=AFQjCNETkko3JlaJGsZSCDvB-KWyPo3Rlg&ust=1408383043124754
https://www.hikorea.go.kr/pt/InfoDetailR_en.pt
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=264172
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=2476008
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=1755181
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=1052276
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=1052276
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=1052215
https://jejuolletrailguide.net/
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=264208
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=268206
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=264181
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=264588
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=264182
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=1889404
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=264224
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=616210
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=2037724
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=268190
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=1056683
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=268222
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=268222
http://www.bontemuseum.com/eng_new/main.php
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=1883508
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=1349264
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=264236
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=264222
http://english.visitkorea.or.kr/enu/ATR/SI_EN_3_1_1_1.jsp?cid=264207


 

    

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

           

The Earth Becomes My Throne 

Sleep Cheap 

 Tourist accommodation is very expensive in South 
Korea. Usually the cheapest deals can be found in 
hostels or via Air BnB (long-term rates are negotiable). 
Use this link for €15 discount at Booking.com. Get €25 
travel money for free on Air BnB with this link. 
 
 Camping is very affordable but can be terribly hot 
in summer and freezing cold in winter. Most public 
beach campsites are free. Around Hallasan National 
Park the Gwaneumsa Campsite offers low rates and the 
Donnaeko Campsite is free.   
 
 Go Couchsurfing or Housesitting: get 20% off your 

yearly Trusted Housesitters membership via this link. 

Also check WorkAway. 

 

 

Free-Riding? 

Jeju is bigger than you think, and except of in the 
separate city centres, nothing is at walkable distance.  

Biking is possible and made very attractive by an 
extensive bicycle lane network. Bike rental, however, is 
very pricey. 

Blue buses go most frequent, but make most stops. 
Green buses serve more specific areas, but drive only 
once every 1 or 2 hours. Red buses go faster as they 
make less stops, but they’re more expensive (per 
distance) and go less often. Google Maps and Moovit 
don’t work here. Download the KakaoMap app for route 
planning (mostly in Korean, but recognizes place names 
in alphabet and has a map-function too). A T-Money 
card provides discounts and up to 2 free transfers 
(within 40 minutes), it can be bought and charged in all 
minimarkets and also works in Busan and Seoul. Buses 
have WiFi in Jeju. 

Ferries serve Udo, Wando, Mokpo, Nokdong, 
Samcheonpo, Usuyeong. There’s also a ferry service to 
Busan. Contact the Visit Jeju app helpdesk for times. 

Airport: Jeju International Airport (CJU) 

Hitch-hiking is very easy in Jeju, although don’t 
expect people to speak English.  

 

Budget Bites 

Big supermarkets: All are expensive. Emart 

(Jeju/Seogwipo) and Lotte (Jeju) are the cheapest ones 

out there. 

Markets: 5 day markets (every 5 days), Dongmun, 

Seomun, Sinjeju Jonghap, Moseulpo, Mael Olleh. Don’t 

expect cheap finds here. 

Local food: Kimchi (fermented vegetables), Galbi 

(marinated ribs), Yukgaejang (beef stew), 

Jjajangmyeon (noodles), Gim (toasted seaweed), 

Gogihui (Korean BBQ), Bibimbap (mixed rice), Mandu 

(dumplings), Kimbap (sushi), Haemul Pajeon (fried 

seafood pancake),Twigim (tempura), Tteokbokki (red 

rice cakes), Kkwong-Toryeom (pheasant breast), Mel-

Jeot (salted anchovy), Tangsuyuk (horse), Galbijjim 

(horse rib stew), Bulgogi (horse BBQ), Seongkae-Guk 

(sea urchin soup), Godeungeo (mackerel),Sora (turban 

shell), Gingyijuk  / Mungejuk / Jogaejuk (rice porridge 

with crab / octopus / clams), Bingddeok (buckwheat 

rice cake), Makkoli (rice wine) & way more! 

Go vegan: Being vegan quite hard in South Korea, 

as everything is written in Hangul, both menus and 

ingredients lists. For vegan restaurants, check Happy 

Cow – Jeju. Some vegan dishes: Vegetable Kimbap, 

Kimchi, Dubu Jorim (tofu), Japchae (cold noodle stir-

fry), Somandu (vegetable noodles) and Gamja Jon 

(potato pancake). In supermarkets tofu, mushrooms 

and doenjang (fermented bean paste) are really cheap. 

 

 

Next? 

In South Korea: Busan, Boseong, Jirisan NP. 

 International destinations close by: Japan. 

Mama Said 

 When visiting any of the islands (Udo/Gapado 

etc.), bring your passport. 

Tap water is drinkable. 

 Avoid places like Aquaplanet, Pony Valley, and 

Pacific Land where animals are held in captivity.  

 

Festivals 

 Jeju Fire Festival: March 

 Dodu Oraemul Festival: Aug. 

 Jeju Winter Festival: Dec.  

 

Nights Best Spent 

    Nightlife areas: Jeju City / Seogwipo, Woljeong 
Beach. 

Theaters: Seaside Concert Hall, Ongals Theatre, 
Nanta Theatre. 

 

 

https://www.booking.com/s/23_8/s0vanh38
http://www.airbnb.nl/c/svanhoeijen
http://www.couchsurfing.org/
https://www.trustedhousesitters.com/su/NWcsdoSM
http://www.workaway.info/
https://www.happycow.net/asia/south_korea/jeju-do/
https://www.happycow.net/asia/south_korea/jeju-do/

