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Colombia - Bogoth

Quick Facts History Recap Over 1 Drink

Capital: Bogota 1525: Spain arrives. 1819: Bolivar defeats Spanish = Gran Colombia

with Ecuador, Panama & Venezuela. 1829-30: dissolved. 1899-
1903: War of the Thousand Days: 120000 die in civil war
Liberals&Conservatives. ‘48-57 - 250000-300000 killed in civil war.
58: Conservatives&Liberals: National Front to end civil war. '65:
Leftist ELN&EPL, '66: FARC, '71: M-19 guerillas. '78: President
Turbay: fight drug traffickers. ‘82: President Betancur grants
guerrillas amnesty &frees political prisoners. ’‘85: 101 people killed

Language: Spanish | i
i by M-19 in Palace of Justice>Patriotic UP founded. Nevado del i

Sq km: 1587

7

Currency: Colombian Peso’s (COP)

Country code: +57 (1
Y @) Ruiz volcano erupts: 23000 killed. Right-wing paramilitary: murder

campaign against UP / violence by left-wing groups/ death squads
by drugs cartels. '93: Pablo Escobar (drug cartel) shot dead. '98:
Arango president: Peace talks guerrillas=>safe haven in south-east.
’99: Earthquake kills 1000 people (Armenia/Pereira). 2000: Plan
Colombia from US against drugs. 2001: San Francisco agreement
FARC: ceasefire—>after 3 years peace talks stop: explosion Bogota.
2004: Right-wing AUC&government peace talks, 2005 with ELN.
2007: Many FARC freed2>FARC frees hostages. Venezuela tensions.
2011: Country-wide protests against FARC. 2014: Peace
negaotiations.

v
v
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v' Population: + 6,7 min
v
v
v

Visa: Fore some countries, check!
v" Alarm codes: 112

v' Vaccinations: Hep-A / Hep-B / Typhoid
/ DTP / Yellow fever / Malaria prevention

Read more about the FARC and their
ideals, Plan Colombia and Colombia's drugs
war.

______________________________________________________________________________________________________

Travel Seasons

Altitude: 2640m. Climate: Cool & moderate. Rain can be expected in any season!

Bucket List For Free Worth The Extra $€¥

© A must: Tip-based Graffiti Tour: 10AM @ Plaza de © #1: Visit Sumapaz National Park with a guide.

Periodistas. Other free options: here & here. Andes Eco Tours is recommendable.

© Free museums: Museo Nacional (4PM wed: Free

English tour), Museo de Oro, Museo Botero, Casa de la Alternative: Chingaza National Park with the same

Moneda.

© Explore Usaquén, Chapinero, Zona T, Rosario Plaza, ©Rent a bike and explore. Great bikes here. For the

Parque Nacional (free sport classes), Parque Bolivar lazy ones: Bogota Bike Tours.

(free fitness), Plaza del Chorro, Parque de la

Independencia, Monserrate & La Calera. Sunday: © Catedral de Sal. Get there cheaply: Transmilenio to

Ciclovia. Wed: Ciclopaseo. Take the bus to Villa de

i i company. Approx. 1 week to arrange the paperwork. i
i 1+ Norte, change to bus to Zipacura (Zipa), taxi or walk. i

Leyva for an overnight trip.


http://bogotagraffiti.com/contact
http://bogotafreewalkingtours.com/
http://www.bogotabiketours.com/walking-tours/
http://www.museonacional.gov.co/
http://www.banrep.gov.co/museo/eng
http://www.banrepcultural.org/museo-botero
http://www.banrep.gov.co/
http://www.banrep.gov.co/
https://www.facebook.com/pages/CICLOPASEOS-DE-LOS-MIERCOLES/57022040758
http://www.andesecotours.com/
http://www.andesecotours.com/
http://www.andesecotours.com/
http://www.cxhostel.com/
http://www.bogotabiketours.com/
http://www.catedraldesal.gov.co/en/
http://www.google.nl/url?sa=i&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&docid=jpu8wznSkL-aNM&tbnid=EpVjyL2npwlq8M:&ved=0CAgQjRw4dw&url=http://www.123rf.com/stock-photo/tree_of_life.html&ei=w-bwU8jBAqGr0QXko4HYDQ&psig=AFQjCNETkko3JlaJGsZSCDvB-KWyPo3Rlg&ust=1408383043124754
http://www.colombia.travel/es/turista-internacional/informacion-practica/viajar-a-colombia-informacion-y-consejos/antes-de-venir/visas-y-permisos
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/FARC
http://farc-ep.co/?cat=29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plan_Colombia
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombian_conflict_%281964%E2%80%93present%29
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Colombian_conflict_%281964%E2%80%93present%29

Tourist Trap Alert

® Unless you are disabled or over 70 years old,
you can’t be in the tourist bus without losing your
dignity. Same story for the tourist train.

® Get out of the Candelaria area for a more
diverse experience of Bogota.

Budget Bites

# Markets: La Concordia fruit market, Quemao
fruit market.

3  Streetfood is dirt cheap. Tasty (and greasy)
in Colombia: Bufiuelos (deepfried bread), pan de
queso, chicharon (fried fat), arepa’s with
cheese/meat/ chocolate etc., empanadas
(deepfried pastries). Healthy: Corn (sin
mantequilla), mango with lime, coconut,
guanabana.

Festivals

£¥  Festival Centro: Culture, January (free!).
1¥  Rock al Parque: Music, June-July (free!).

¥ Carnival: Culture, 5-6 August.

______________________________________________

Mama Said

£  Watch your bag, buy a lock. Smartphones are
popular. Pickpockets work tourist areas like
Candelaria.

£ Colombians don’t walk around at night, not
even the smallest distances. Don't test it.

£  Be careful with taxi’s. =

£ Dangerous areas: Everything south from
Candelaria / Monserrate at night / Caracas
Venezuela.

= In Colombia: Popayan, Cali, Armenia,
Salento, Medellin.

= International destinations closeby: Ecuador,
Venezuela, Brazil, Panama.

+ CX Hostel, Carrera 7 #53-8 (Chapinero).

+ 12:12 Hostel, Calle 67 #4-1 (Chapinero).

Nights Best Spent

4 Latora 4 Brazos, Carrera 8 #40-18 (Chapinero).
4 Baum, Calle 33 #6-24 (La Macarena).

4 Armando Records, Calle 85 #14-46 (Zona T).

... Seated Down

¢ Gabriel Garcia Marquez Cultural Center (free stuff!),

Calle 11 #5-60.

4 Teatro Mayor Julio Mario Santodomigno, Diagonal 170.

4 Cinema Paraiso, Carrera 6 #119B-56.

Knowledge I'm Taking Home

[ Hable espafiol: Universidad Nacional.

L Colombia = salsa: Hard Salsa.

L Cook like a Colombian: Uncover Colombia.

________________________________________________________

Free-Riding?

B Separate areas are walkable, but to get from area to area

alternative transport is recommendable.

B Buses go anywhere in Bogota. Ask locals which one to

take.

B The Transmilenio links the entire city. Buy a COP2000
card and charge it or pay a local to use his/her card. Info here.

B Bogotd is very bike friendly. Rent a good bike here.

B Taxi’s are cheap, but take your precautions. Foreigner =
money, which can attract robbers. Call official radio-taxi’s or

use the Easy Taxi app.

Tip: Download the free Triposo Colombia app for an offline
map, offline guide & more. Load Google Maps when you have
wifi and leave it open, you will still be able to use it offline.


http://www.couchsurfing.org/
hhttp://suitcasestories.com/house-sitting/
http://www.workaway.info/
http://www.surtifruver.com/
http://www.humanas.unal.edu.co/espanol/versiones/en
http://www.hardsalsabogota.com/bares/
http://www.uncovercolombia.com/index.php/en/tours/96-cooking-class
http://www.transmilenio.gov.co/
http://www.cxhostel.com/
http://www.easytaxi.com/co

