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Steph’s Quick Budget Fact Sheet

Chile — Puerto Natales (Torres del Paine)

Quick Facts

History Recap Over 1 Drink

Capital: Santiago de Chile 800: Agricultural indigenous communities. 1535: Successful

Araucanian resistance against Spanish.’41: Valdivia begins Spanish
conquest, Santiago founded—=>Araucanians kill Valdivia. 1814:
Spanish regain control>’17: defeated by Army of Andesled by San
Martin & O’Higgins—>’18: Independent with O'Higgins as leader.
’23-30: Civil War between liberal federalists & conservative
centralists (last wins). 18th century: Landowners economic/political
force>changes with Pres Montt. 1879-84: War of Pacificwith

Language: Spanish (kind of) i |
i Peru/Bolivia, expanded territory 1/3 northward. European i

Sqkm: + 48,974

Currency: Chilean Peso’s (CLP/S)

Country code: +56 (61) immigration, large-scale mining. 1927: Start dictatorship Gen.

Ibanez (seized power)=>’52: elected pres. Growth US political
influence.’64: Pres Montalva: social reforms. ‘70: Allende president
(Marxist): weapons from Cuba, US opposition Nixon. Economic
crisis. ‘73: CIA-sponsored military coup: Allende suicide. New
totalitarian regime: Pinochet—> Caravan of Death: over 3000
(leftish) Chileans murdered, 29000 imprisoned & tortured, 30000
exiled. 89: Pres Aylwin, Pinochet remains commander-in-chief

v
v
v
v" Population: + 19,000
v
v
v

Visa: Fore some countries, check!

v" Alarm codes: 133 (police), 132
(firemen), 131 (ambulance)

v" Vaccinations: Hep-A / Hep-B/ Typhoid
/ DTP / Yellow fever

1 army. '94: Pres Frei. 2000: PresLagos =>’04: Divorce law (despite

'i Church’s opposition). ‘06: Pres Bachelet (firstfemale). Free-trade

4 China. Difficultrelations with Peru.’10: Pres Pinera. 8.8 earthquake.
' Travel Seasons i
E Jan Feb Mar Apr May | Jun Jul Aug Sep Oct Nov | Dec i
i Spring i
' Summer !
i Autumn i
i Winter i
i| Low season !
i Altitude: 20m (Puerto Natales). Climate: Subpolar Oceanic(Cfc), most wind: summer. Unpredictable weather! i

Bucke’c List For Free & Torres del Paine...it's going to be expensive,

© Stroll alongthe pretty waterfront of Puerto Natales accommodation hasto be reservedin advance. Treks:

! i whateveryoudo. Toursare unnecessary. Camping &
withits Monumento al Viento. i:

- W: Torres — Britanico— Paine Grande — Glaciar Grey
[TTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTTooTTTTmmTomoo oo mmm e i (3-5days).

Prepare to pay for this...

- O: Fullround, Paine Big Circuit (7-9days).

- Other: Valle Bader, ValleSilencio, Valle Pingo, Sierra

© Other: Mirador Cerro Dorotea, Museo Puerto Baguales.

Bories, Museo Histdrico.

© Sports: Kavaking, canoeing, biking, climbing, sailing.

i channel boat trip. ii



Budget Bites

3 Supermarket: Unimarc, Don Bosco and
smallerkiosks.

completo,italiano, churrasco orempanada (that
are hugein Chile).

¥ Govegan:Vegetarian - El Living ( Arturo
Prat 156), Amerindia (Barros Arana 135)

Mama Said

3 Streetfood & local eateries food: Sopaipillas, i

2 Do NOTwaste money by bookinga tour for
Torres del Paine, it'simpossibleto getlost with
the clearlyindicated paths.

£  WhencampinginTorres del Paine, hangyour |-

foodina baginthetree.Rats are areal problem
and eattheirway through your backpack and tent
(and walk overyou whenyousleep).

£ Packfor ALL weathertypesand use
waterproof clothes and shoes. You can have 30-
degreessunandasnow stormin1 day. Prepare
for alotof wind...a lot. Always use sunscreen.

£ Packenoughfoodand abitmore, but keepit
as lightas possible. The river waterin Torres del
Paineisdrinkable and youronly source.

i £ Tryto beresponsible, don’tlitterinthe park
i or cleanyour dirty clothes and platesintheriver.
i Cookonlyindesignated areasorriska bigfine.

2 Don’tforgetcampingequipment, daypack, i
dryback, toilet paper, flipflops, lighter, a i
headlamp, head, sunglasses, towel, hairties, coll, i
sleeping mask, fleece, gloves, duct tape, i
painkillers, bandaids, book, plasticbags, i
mosquito spray, cooking gear (incl. spoon) & i
propane (people leave leftovers at campsites and i
hostels). Bring cash money, no ATMs. Find good i
packinglists here & here. i

£ Recommended route for W:Day 1: Take
ferry from Pudeto, pitch tent at Paine Grande &
go with a daypack up and down to Glaciar Grey.
Day 2: Hike to campsite Italiano, pitch tent, hang
foodinthe tree and go with a daypack up and
down Mirador Britanico. Day 3: Get up early, hike
to campsite Torres (long). Day 4: Check sunrise at
Torres with a daypack, go back to campsite and
hike back to Laguna Amarga entrance. Done.

K/

campsites are Las Torres Hotel (Central), El Francés, Seron,

Grey, Dickson, Vértice. Reservation needed (online) orviathe

offices of Vertice Patagonia and Fantastico Sur. In summer:
book far ahead!

®

check workaway.

Festivals

{x  Festival de Cine delaPatagonia(film): Feb.
Tx  Ultra Fiord (fjord running). Apr.

Tt Festival de Artes Cielos del Infinito (theatre): Oct-Nov.

Nights Best Spent

4 Base Camp, Baquedano 731.
4 Baguales, Bories430.

¢ Porque note callas, Magallanes 247.

Free-Riding?

B Everythingwithinthe centre of Puerto Natalesis
walkable.

B Bikingisagood way to explore the environment, butyou

can’t do the hiking trails with a bicycle.

B  Youneedabusto goto Torresdel Paine, it connects with

the ferry. The bus terminal serves surrounding locations and
islocated at Santiago Bueras & AvenidaEspafia (1455).

B Taxisare very expensive. Negotiate prices up front.

B Inorderto go from Pudetoto Paine Grande you needto
take an outrageously expensiveferry. You can pay on the
boat. It's unavoidableif you dothe W-trek.

B Hitch-hikingis possibleand rather easy. But of course,
there’s always a certainrisk. If you hitch-hike to Torres del
Paine you might missyourferry connection.

Tip: Download the free Triposo Chile app foran offline map,

offline guide & more. Load Google Maps when you have wifi
and leave itopen, you will still be able to use it offline.

The Earth Becomes My
Throwne

% Thereare 4freecampsitesinTorresdel Paine:Italiano,
Torres, Paso & Las Carretas - reserve here! Relatively cheap

% InPuertoNatales: Go Couchsurfing or house-sitting! Or



